Chirurgical Transactions" of 1868, that operation has been the classical one for this condition, and, as will be mentioned later, some authors still consider that it leaves nothing to be desired. It consists in paring the edges of the cleft and sewing them together after relieving tension bymaking lateral incisions through the tendons of the levator and tensor palati. But 
But dissatisfied with the results of this operation, Davies Colley introduced, and Arbuthnot Lane has elaborated, a flap method of operation of a much more complicated nature.
In this latter method the child's age should be about three months, as compared with the threeyear age, which is that of choice in Smith's opera- 
